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26 March 2015 
 

  
Your ref.: LSG4/MB3/5.53282/MB3 

 
 
Ms M Brindle 
County Secretary and Solicitor’s Group 
P O Box 78 
County Hall 
Preston 
PR1 8XJ 
 
 
Dear Ms Brindle, 
 
WITHOUT PREJUDICE 
 
RE:  Investigation into the Claimed Public Footpath from Public Footpath 1 to Public 

Footpath 9 Rawtenstall, Rossendale Borough 
 
I have to hand you letter and enclosure of 3 March 2015. 
 
I am replying in my role as Chairman of the Loveclough Fold Residents Association with the 
authority of the whole community. For the avoidance of doubt, the LFRA consists of the 
following: Mr D and Mrs A Ashworth*, Mrs D Ewart-Jones*, Mr S and Mrs S Felinski*, Mr R 
and Mrs G Maycock, Mr A and Mrs C Mitchell*, Mr J and Mrs D Tozer* and myself*. Those 
whose names are shown with an asterisk are directly affected by the content of your letter 
and attended a meeting convened to discuss it. 
 
At that meeting held on Wednesday, 18 March 2015, residents pooled the information they 
have to hand. From that, six points emerged. 
 
1. Your letter is virtually identical to one previously sent to residents on 20 April 2005 

(Annex 1). 
2. Residents complied with the terms of that letter and the matter was then concluded in 

favour of the residents.  
3. The only other query relating to Loveclough Fold was raised in 1997 after the previous 

landowners had failed to comply with an Enforcement Order; at Rossendale Borough 
Council’s Development Control Sub-Committee meeting on 7 May 1997,  retrospective 
planning permission was given (Annex 2) and the relevant Enforcement Order was 
withdrawn (Annex 3). 

4. Your letter does not explain why an issue which was settled almost a decade ago is now 
being exhumed. 

3



5. The resurrection of a matter long since settled strikes residents as being frivolous, 
vexatious and calculated to cause anxiety and stress. 

6. The association is reluctant to supply all the information you seek on this occasion – 
other than the Annexes included here, together with a map (Annex 4) showing land in 
ownership which has been checked against information flowing from the Land Registry - 
as the data you seek will already reside in your files. 

 
The meeting of residents agreed that this matter was settled conclusively almost a decade 
ago in 2005. It further agreed that if the association does not hear from you within 14 days 
of this letter acknowledging that, indeed, this matter was resolved in 2005, then the LFRA 
reserves the right to take what action it will. 
 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 

 
 
 
 
Hard copy follows by post 
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PART B  

INDUSTRIAL AND COMMERCIAL  

14/96/536 continued  

There has been no response to the notices regarding the departure  

there has been no change in the material circumstances. I  

recommend that planning permission be granted subject to:-  

 

procedure and  

would therefore  

 
a) The entering into of a section 106 Agreement in respect of the maintenance  

of landscaping and  

b) The aforementioned conditions.  

 

14/97/094  
 

continuation of use of land  

for th8 storage of  

caravans.  

Gas street, Haslingden.  

 

county surveyor  

Neighbours  

 
Recommendation - that planning permission be granted to this application subject  

only to the standard time period condition.  

MISCELLANEOUS  

 
14/97/058  

 

Erection of a 3 metre chain Neighbours  

link fence and carry out  

refurbishment works.  

Playground at Hill street,  

crawshawbooth, Rossendale.  

 
Recommendation - that planning permission be granted to this application subject  

only to the standard time period condition.  

RESIDENTIAL  

 
14/97/129  

Description 

 

Retention of existing  

walls, resurface road  

with tegular paving and  

provision of a landscaped 

 area between the road and  

river.  

Land at Loveclough Fold,  

Commercial street, Loveclough.  

 
This application has been submitted in response to the service of an Enforcement  

Notice. The notice concerned the non compliance with conditions in respect of  

the original planning permission for the conversion of three barns into five  

dwellings. This application therefore, seeks to retain some works which are the  

subject of the Enforcement Notice and to form a highway surface in addition to  

landscaping rema1n1ng areas. Loveclough Fold is a conservation area and the  

works to date have been constructed in a sympathetic manner. The original  

consent provided for a more open character of development without the elongated  

gardens surrounded by stone walls. If the Enforcement Notice were to be upheld  

at appeal then the access would have to go back where originally planned and  

walls taken down.  

-13-  

Environment Agency  

Neighbours  

Annex 2 
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PART B  

RESIDENTIAL  

14/97/129 continued  

Whilst this proposal is not as originally planned, there is some merit in both  

the character of the development as implemented and the scheme put forward for  

its completion. The residents committee which has been formed as a result of the  

Enforcement Action will, I believe, secure substantial improvements to this area  

in the near future. Discussions have also taken place with the Environment  

Agency to improve the river and its banking as a follow on project to this.  

conclusion 

Whilst there is merit in the original open plan scheme resembling more closely  

the farm yard design, the development as implemented is not wholly unsympathetic  

and the proposed scheme would acceptably finish off the area and provide an  

impetus for continued improvement. The previous discussions with residents two  

years ago attempted to achieve action which has now resulted in these proposals.  

I therefore consider this proposal is acceptable.  

Recommendation - that planning permission be granted to this application subject  

to the standard time period condition and the following conditions:-  

 
2.  

 

The paved area shall only  

no other form of paving  

in writing, and only the  

retained.  

Reason: Loveclough Fold 

is a Conservation Area and the design of the paving  

is important in retaining the character of the Conservation Area.  

 

INDUSTRIAL AND COMMERCIAL  

 
14/97/093  

Description 

 

Change of use of vacant  

land to provide additional  

caravan storage.  

Gas Street, Haslingden.  

 

county surveyor  

Haslingden and District  

civic Trust  

 
The application site is located to the south of Grane Road, Haslingden and  

accessed via Gas Street. It forms part of a commercial nursery, part of which is  

already given over to caravan storage. This proposal would substantially  

increase the area of land within the nursery boundary given over to caravan  

storage with a capacity for 100 caravans. The application is presently a  

disused part of the nursery. The proposal would involve the demolition of two  

large green houses. The site is bounded to the south, west and north by conifer  

hedges.  

Consultation Replies  

 
county Surveyor  

(Highways)  

 

Recommends refusal for the following reason:  

'The proposed development would attract more vehicles to  

this site and Gas Street, which is narrow and unmade, is  

unsuited to serve any new development which would  

increase the traffic flows along it.  

-14-  

 

be laid with Tegular artificial cobbled paving and  

unless an alternative sample of paving is approved  

approved paving shall be laid and thereafter  
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From: David Hempsall
To: Brindle, Megan
Subject: Loveclough Fold
Date: 16 May 2015 17:47:31
Attachments: Loveclough aerial photo, c. 1960.jpg

Loveclough aerial photo, mid-to-late 1960s.jpg

Dear Ms Brindle,
 
I write further to our recent exchanges by email.
 
First, our best advice received is that residents cannot be expected to prove a negative.
 
Secondly, our collective researches have unearthed the two pieces of information which I am
attaching here. The first is an aerial photograph of what in the 1960s was a farm and its
outbuildings: the vehicles shown allow pretty precise dating. With respect, I venture to suggest
that this is superior to the bodged up panorama which you sent on a previous occasion.  I am
bound to point out that the present dwellings consist of either (1) the buildings shown or (2)
more recent structures erected on the footprint of those farm buildings.
 
The second attachment is a copy of the Ordnance Survey map of 1960 which clearly shows the
scene depicted in the aerial photograph. From both the attachments, it will be clear that (a)
there was no path - and certainly none going towards the footbridge which simply did not exist
then - and (b) the beaten track shown both in the photograph and on the map gave vehicular
access to the farm and its outbuildings. Neither attachment shows any trace at all of the
claimed path.
 
Indeed, it is the residents' contention that this evidence points to the existence of only one
definitive path: that on the south east bank of the Limey Water which is a matter which, with
the assistance of an independent expert, the residents are pursuing as a wholly separate
matter.
 
Kind regards.
 
(Dr) David Hempsall (Chairman, Loveclough Fold Residents Association)
 
Hard copy follows by post.
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From: Brindle, Megan
To: "David Hempsall"
Subject: RE: RE: Loveclough Fold
Date: 19 May 2015 10:41:58

Dear Mr Hempsall,
 
Thank you for your e-mails. I can confirm the comments you have made will be included
in the Council's report when it is presented to the Regulatory Committee in due course.
 
Kind regards
 
Megan
 
From: David Hempsall [mailto:davidshempsall@gmx.co.uk] 
Sent: 18 May 2015 17:26
To: Brindle, Megan
Subject: Re: RE: Loveclough Fold
 
Dear Ms Brindle,
 
Many thanks!
 
The correct attachment of the OS map accompanies this e-mail and can be added to the aerial
photograph which you already have to hand (in duplicate!).
 
Regards,
 
David Hempsall
 

Sent: Monday, May 18, 2015 at 8:35 AM
From: "Brindle, Megan" <Megan.Brindle@lancashire.gov.uk>
To: "'David Hempsall'" <davidshempsall@gmx.co.uk>
Subject: RE: Loveclough Fold

Dear Mr Hempsall,
 
Before I pass on your e-mail to our Right of Way team, please can you confirm that 
the attachments submitted are the ones you are referring to? The both seem to be 
identical aerial photos.
 
Thanks
 
Megan
 
From: David Hempsall [mailto:davidshempsall@gmx.co.uk]
Sent: 16 May 2015 17:47
To: Brindle, Megan
Subject: Loveclough Fold
 
Dear Ms Brindle,
 
I write further to our recent exchanges by email.
 
First, our best advice received is that residents cannot be expected to prove a negative.
 
Secondly, our collective researches have unearthed the two pieces of information which I 
am attaching here. The first is an aerial photograph of what in the 1960s was a farm and 
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its outbuildings: the vehicles shown allow pretty precise dating. With respect, I venture to 
suggest that this is superior to the bodged up panorama which you sent on a previous 
occasion.  I am bound to point out that the present dwellings consist of either (1) the 
buildings shown or (2) more recent structures erected on the footprint of those farm 
buildings.
 
The second attachment is a copy of the Ordnance Survey map of 1960 which clearly shows 
the scene depicted in the aerial photograph. From both the attachments, it will be clear 
that (a) there was no path - and certainly none going towards the footbridge which simply 
did not exist then - and (b) the beaten track shown both in the photograph and on the map 
gave vehicular access to the farm and its outbuildings. Neither attachment shows any trace 
at all of the claimed path.
 
Indeed, it is the residents' contention that this evidence points to the existence of only one 
definitive path: that on the south east bank of the Limey Water which is a matter which, 
with the assistance of an independent expert, the residents are pursuing as a wholly 
separate matter.
 
Kind regards.
 
(Dr) David Hempsall (Chairman, Loveclough Fold Residents Association)
 
Hard copy follows by post.

Could you spare the time to volunteer? Gain new skills and make a difference in your community 
www.lancashire.gov.uk/volunteer

 

********************

This e-mail contains information intended for the addressee only.

It may be confidential and may be the subject of legal and/or professional privilege.

If you are not the addressee you are not authorised to disseminate, distribute, copy or use this e-mail or any attachment to it.

The content may be personal or contain personal opinions and unless specifically stated or followed up in writing, the content 
cannot be taken to form a contract or to be an expression of the County Council's position.

Lancashire County Council reserves the right to monitor all incoming and outgoing email.

Lancashire County Council has taken reasonable steps to ensure that outgoing communications do not contain malicious 
software and it is your responsibility to carry out any checks on this email before accepting the email and opening 
attachments.
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